ADOPTED – DECEMBER 10, 2013
Agenda Item No. 12
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH TIMETABLES FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE CITY OF LANSING FOR 911 EMPLOYEES

RESOLUTION # 13 – 478

WHEREAS, 34 employees transferred from the City of Lansing and 11 employees from the City of East Lansing to Ingham County on July 1, 2012 as part of the 911 Consolidation; and 

WHEREAS, the 911 Legacy agreement with the Cities of Lansing and East Lansing required the Cities to transfer the accumulated pension and retiree health care assets and Other Post-Employment Benefit (OPEB) assets for these employees; and 

WHEREAS, in June of 2013, MERS transferred $918,225 from the City of East Lansing’s account into Ingham County’s account for their 11 transferred employees’ accumulated pension assets, and $55,249 for their accumulated health care assets to Ingham County as required by contract; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing has yet to pay either pension or health care accumulated assets to Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2013 the Ingham County Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution #13-429 to make the 32 remaining City of Lansing employees whole by providing $1,500,000 to temporarily fund retirement accounts for impacted employees through Municipal Employees Retirement System (MERS) of Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, County and City officials have not yet agreed on a dollar amount for this transfer; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing acknowledges owing at least $1,070,857.88; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing continues to refine a dollar value for OPEB assets owed to Ingham County under the 911 Legacy Agreement.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners directs its Controller/Administrator to send written notice to the City of Lansing seeking payment of the $1,070,857.88 to the County, the amount the City believes it owes under the 911 Legacy Agreement, to be remitted on or before January 15, 2014.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners calls on the City of Lansing to enter into binding arbitration to determine the disputed amount owed to the County above and beyond the $1,070,857.88 through a mutually agreed upon arbitrator (American Arbitration Association or Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service) by January 15, 2014, if the matter cannot be settled prior thereto. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that should the City of Lansing fail to remit payment on or before January 15, 2014 or fail to agree to arbitration by said date, Corporation Counsel shall initiate necessary legal action against the City of Lansing for the purpose of recovering amounts owed for accumulated pension and retiree health care assets, as cited in the 911 Legacy Agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administer shall continue negotiations with City officials in an attempt to secure the balance of funds owed to fully fund OPEB assets for impacted employees formerly employed by the City of Lansing prior to January 15, 2014.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Koenig, Holman, Celentino, Nolan, Tsernoglou, Crenshaw, Maiville

    Nays:  None             Absent:  None          Approved 12/3/13
FINANCE:  No action was taken by the Finance Committee.
